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Leaders notes

We are keen to find a model of Bible Study which is less reading comprehension and
has more room to hear what the Holy Spirit is saying to us through Gods word. So we
are suggesting a model where each week we;

1) Open with prayer, perhaps this one...

"O Lord, our rock and our redeemer, may the words of our mouths and the
meditation of ours heart be pleasing to you"

2) Have someone read the passage, listen quietly.

3) Write down anything that surprises you, or you don't understand. Discuss.

Then some questions which might help you get to the heart of the passage.
a)What does this story say to you about the Character of God.
b) What does it say about what it means to have a relationship with God.
c) What does it say about being the people of God.

4) What do you need to do in response to this? Are there questions you need to
follow up and get answers to. Perhaps appoint one person to do that and feed back to
the group. Are there things to feed back to church more broadly?

Background information

John’s gospel was written by the apostle John in around 85 AD to a primarily Gentile
audience. N.T Wright suggests that John’s gospel is planned like a treasure hunt,
with careful and sometimes cryptic clues laid for us to follow. The point of these clues
is that they are moments in time when heaven and earth intersect with each other.
The signs show us of a foretaste of what is to come.

Study 1

John 2:1-11New International Version (NIV)

Jesus Changes Water Into Wine

2 On the third day a wedding took place at Cana in Galilee. Jesus’ mother was
there, 2and Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. 3 When the
wine was gone, Jesus’ mother said to him, “They have no more wine.”



4 “Woman,[2] why do you involve me?” Jesus replied. “My hour has not yet come.”
5 His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.”

6 Nearby stood six stone water jars, the kind used by the Jews for ceremonial
washing, each holding from twenty to thirty gallons.[P!

7 Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the jars with water”; so they filled them to the brim.
8 Then he told them, “Now draw some out and take it to the master of the banquet.”

They did so, 9 and the master of the banquet tasted the water that had been turned
into wine. He did not realize where it had come from, though the servants who had
drawn the water knew. Then he called the bridegroom aside 1© and said, “Everyone
brings out the choice wine first and then the cheaper wine after the guests have had
too much to drink; but you have saved the best till now.”

11 What Jesus did here in Cana of Galilee was the first of the signs through which he
revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in him.

Footnotes:

a. John 2:4 The Greek for Woman does not denote any disrespect.

b. John 2:6 Or from about 75 to about 115 liters

Study 2

John 4:46-53 New International Version (NIV)
Healing the royal official's son in Capernaum

46 Once more he visited Cana in Galilee, where he had turned the water into
wine.And there was a certain royal official whose son lay sick at Capernaum. 47 When
this man heard that Jesus had arrived in Galilee from Judea, he went to him and
begged him to come and heal his son, who was close to death.

48 “Unless you people see signs and wonders,” Jesus told him, “you will never
believe.”

49 The royal official said, “Sir, come down before my child dies.”
50 “Go,” Jesus replied, “your son will live.”

The man took Jesus at his word and departed. 5t While he was still on the way, his
servants met him with the news that his boy was living. 52 When he inquired as to the
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time when his son got better, they said to him, “Yesterday, at one in the afternoon,
the fever left him.”

53 Then the father realized that this was the exact time at which Jesus had said to
him, “Your son will live.” So he and his whole household believed.

Study 3
John 5:1-15New International Version (NIV)

The Healing at the Pool

5 Some time later, Jesus went up to Jerusalem for one of the Jewish festivals.2 Now
there is in Jerusalem near the Sheep Gate a pool, which in Aramaic is called
Bethesdal2! and which is surrounded by five covered colonnades. 3 Here a great
number of disabled people used to lie—the blind, the lame, the paralyzed. [41[b15 One
who was there had been an invalid for thirty-eight years. ¢ When Jesus saw him lying
there and learned that he had been in this condition for a long time, he asked

him, “Do you want to get well?”

7“Sir,” the invalid replied, “I have no one to help me into the pool when the water is
stirred. While I am trying to get in, someone else goes down ahead of me.”

8 Then Jesus said to him, “Get up! Pick up your mat and walk.” 9 At once the man was
cured; he picked up his mat and walked.

The day on which this took place was a Sabbath, 1 and so the Jewish leaders said to
the man who had been healed, “It is the Sabbath; the law forbids you to carry your

”»

mat.

u But he replied, “The man who made me well said to me, ‘Pick up your mat and
walk.””

12 So they asked him, “Who is this fellow who told you to pick it up and walk?”

13 The man who was healed had no idea who it was, for Jesus had slipped away into
the crowd that was there.

14 Later Jesus found him at the temple and said to him, “See, you are well again. Stop
sinning or something worse may happen to you.” 15 The man went away and told the
Jewish leaders that it was Jesus who had made him well.

Footnotes:

a. John 5:2 Some manuscripts Bethzatha; other manuscripts Bethsaida
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b. John 5:4 Some manuscripts include here, wholly or in part, paralyzed—and they waited for the moving
of the waters. 4 From time to time an angel of the Lord would come down and stir up the waters. The
first one into the pool after each such disturbance would be cured of whatever disease they had.

Study 4

John 6:5-14New International Version (NIV)
Feeding the 5000

5 When Jesus looked up and saw a great crowd coming toward him, he said to
Philip, “Where shall we buy bread for these people to eat?” 6 He asked this only to
test him, for he already had in mind what he was going to do.

7 Philip answered him, “It would take more than half a year’s wages(z] to buy enough
bread for each one to have a bite!”

8 Another of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, spoke up, 9 “Here is a boy
with five small barley loaves and two small fish, but how far will they go among so
many?”

10 Jesus said, “Have the people sit down.” There was plenty of grass in that place, and
they sat down (about five thousand men were there). 1t Jesus then took the loaves,
gave thanks, and distributed to those who were seated as much as they wanted. He
did the same with the fish.

12 When they had all had enough to eat, he said to his disciples, “Gather the pieces
that are left over. Let nothing be wasted.” 13 So they gathered them and filled twelve
baskets with the pieces of the five barley loaves left over by those who had eaten.

14 After the people saw the sign Jesus performed, they began to say, “Surely this is the
Prophet who is to come into the world.”

Footnotes:

a. John 6:7 Greek take two hundred denarii

Study 5

John 6:16-24New International Version (NIV)

Jesus Walks on the Water
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16 When evening came, his disciples went down to the lake, 17 where they got into a
boat and set off across the lake for Capernaum. By now it was dark, and Jesus had
not yet joined them. 18 A strong wind was blowing and the waters grew rough.

19 When they had rowed about three or four miles,[2] they saw Jesus approaching the
boat, walking on the water; and they were frightened. 20 But he said to them, “It is I;
don’t be afraid.” 21 Then they were willing to take him into the boat, and immediately
the boat reached the shore where they were heading.

22 The next day the crowd that had stayed on the opposite shore of the lake realized
that only one boat had been there, and that Jesus had not entered it with his
disciples, but that they had gone away alone. 23 Then some boats from Tiberias
landed near the place where the people had eaten the bread after the Lord had given
thanks. 24 Once the crowd realized that neither Jesus nor his disciples were there,
they got into the boats and went to Capernaum in search of Jesus.

Footnotes:

a. John 6:19 Or about 5 or 6 kilometers

Study 6

John 9:1-7New International Version (NIV)

Jesus Heals a Man Born Blind

9 As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples asked him,
“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?”

3 “Neither this man nor his parents sinned,” said Jesus, “but this happened so that
the works of God might be displayed in him. 4 As long as it is day, we must do the
works of him who sent me. Night is coming, when no one can work. 5 While I am in
the world, I am the light of the world.”

6 After saying this, he spit on the ground, made some mud with the saliva, and put it
on the man’s eyes. 7“Go,” he told him, “wash in the Pool of Siloam” (this word means
“Sent”). So the man went and washed, and came home seeing

Study 7

John 11:1-45New International Version (NIV)


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+6%253A16-24&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26277a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+6%253A16-24&version=NIV#en-NIV-26277

The Death of Lazarus

11 Now a man named Lazarus was sick. He was from Bethany, the village of Mary
and her sister Martha. 2 (This Mary, whose brother Lazarus now lay sick, was the
same one who poured perfume on the Lord and wiped his feet with her hair.)3 So the
sisters sent word to Jesus, “Lord, the one you love is sick.”

4 When he heard this, Jesus said, “This sickness will not end in death. No, it is for
God’s glory so that God’s Son may be glorified through it.” 5 Now Jesus loved Martha
and her sister and Lazarus. ¢ So when he heard that Lazarus was sick, he stayed
where he was two more days, 7 and then he said to his disciples, “Let us go back to
Judea.”

8 “But Rabbi,” they said, “a short while ago the Jews there tried to stone you, and yet
you are going back?”

9 Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Anyone who walks in the
daytime will not stumble, for they see by this world’s light. 10 It is when a person
walks at night that they stumble, for they have no light.”

1 After he had said this, he went on to tell them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen

asleep; but I am going there to wake him up.”

12 Hjs disciples replied, “Lord, if he sleeps, he will get better.” 13 Jesus had been
speaking of his death, but his disciples thought he meant natural sleep.

14 So then he told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead, 15 and for your sake I am glad I was
not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.”

16 Then Thomas (also known as Didymusl!) said to the rest of the disciples, “Let us
also go, that we may die with him.”

Jesus Comforts the Sisters of Lazarus

170n his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four
days. 18 Now Bethany was less than two miles[’] from Jerusalem, 19 and many Jews
had come to Martha and Mary to comfort them in the loss of their brother. 26 When
Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went out to meet him, but Mary stayed at
home.

21“Lord,” Martha said to Jesus, “if you had been here, my brother would not have
died. 22 But I know that even now God will give you whatever you ask.”

23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.”

24 Martha answered, “I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.”
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25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me
will live, even though they die; 26 and whoever lives by believing in me will never
die. Do you believe this?”

27“Yes, Lord,” she replied, “I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, who is
to come into the world.”

28 After she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary aside. “The
Teacher is here,” she said, “and is asking for you.” 20 When Mary heard this, she got
up quickly and went to him. 3¢ Now Jesus had not yet entered the village, but was
still at the place where Martha had met him. 3t When the Jews who had been with
Mary in the house, comforting her, noticed how quickly she got up and went out,
they followed her, supposing she was going to the tomb to mourn there.

32 When Mary reached the place where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet and
said, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.”

33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come along with her also
weeping, he was deeply moved in spirit and troubled. 34 “Where have you laid
him?” he asked.

“Come and see, Lord,” they replied.
35 Jesus wept.
36 Then the Jews said, “See how he loved him!”

37 But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind manhave
kept this man from dying?”

Jesus Raises Lazarus From the Dead

38 Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb. It was a cave with a stone laid
across the entrance. 39 “Take away the stone,” he said.

“But, Lord,” said Martha, the sister of the dead man, “by this time there is a bad
odor, for he has been there four days.”

40 Then Jesus said, “Did I not tell you that if you believe, you will see the glory of
God?”

41So they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, “Father, I thank you
that you have heard me. 421 knew that you always hear me, but I said this for the
benefit of the people standing here, that they may believe that you sent me.”



43 When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44 The
dead man came out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth
around his face.

Jesus said to them, “Take off the grave clothes and let him go.”

The Plot to Kill Jesus

45 Therefore many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary, and had seen what Jesus
did, believed in him.

Footnotes:

a. John 11:16 Thomas (Aramaic) and Didymus (Greek) both mean twin.

b. John 11:18 Or about 3 kilometers
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